Selected Homicide Provisions from Ohio Revised Code
		
§ 2903.01	AGGRAVATED MURDER

(A) No person shall purposely, and with prior calculation and design, cause the death of another ....
(B) No person shall purposely cause the death of another ... while committing or attempting to commit, or 
while fleeing immediately after committing or attempting to commit, kidnapping, rape, aggravated arson, 
arson, aggravated robbery, robbery, aggravated burglary, burglary, terrorism or escape.
(C) No person shall purposely cause the death of another who is under thirteen years of age at the time of 
the commission of the offense.
(D) No person who is under detention as a result of having been found guilty of or having pleaded guilty to 
a felony or who breaks that detention shall purposely cause the death of another.
(E) No person shall purposely cause the death of a law enforcement officer whom the offender knows or 
has reasonable cause to know is a law enforcement officer when either of the following applies:
	(1) The victim, at the time of the commission of the offense, is engaged in the victim’s duties.
	(2) It is the offender’s specific purpose to kill a law enforcement officer.
(F) Whoever violates this section is guilty of aggravated murder, and shall be punished as provided in 
section 2929.02 of the Revised Code.

 
§ 2903.02	MURDER

(A) No person shall purposely cause the death of another ....
(B) No person shall cause the death of another as a proximate result of the offender's committing or 
attempting to commit an offense of violence that is a felony of the first or second degree and that is not a 
violation of section 2903.03 or 2903.04 of the Revised Code.
(C) Division (B) of this section does not apply to an offense that becomes a felony of the first or second 
degree only if the offender previously has been convicted of that offense or another specified offense.
(D) Whoever violates this section is guilty of murder, and shall be punished as provided in section 2929.02 
of the Revised Code.

 
§ 2903.03	VOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER

(A) No person, while under the influence of sudden passion or in a sudden fit of rage, either of which is 
brought on by serious provocation occasioned by the victim that is reasonably sufficient to incite the 
person into using deadly force, shall knowingly cause the death of another ....
(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of voluntary manslaughter, a felony of the first degree.


§ 2903.04	 INVOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER

(A) No person shall cause the death of another ... as a proximate result of the offender's committing or 
attempting to commit a felony.
(B) No person shall cause the death of another ...  as a proximate result of the offender's committing or 
attempting to commit a misdemeanor of any degree, a regulatory offense, or a minor misdemeanor other 
than a violation of any section contained in Title XLV of the Revised Code [concerning motor vehicles].
(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of involuntary manslaughter. Violation of division (A) of this 
section is a felony of the first degree. Violation of division (B) of this section is a felony of the third degree.

§ 2903.041	RECKLESS HOMICIDE

(A) No person shall recklessly cause the death of another ...
(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of reckless homicide, a felony of the third degree.


§ 2903.05	NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE

(A) No person shall negligently cause the death of another ... by means of a deadly weapon or dangerous 
ordnance as defined in section 2923.11 of the Revised Code.
(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of negligent homicide, a misdemeanor of the first degree.


§ 2903.06	AGGRAVATED VEHICULAR HOMICIDE; VEHICULAR HOMICIDE

(A) No person, while operating or participating in the operation of a motor vehicle, motorcycle, 
snowmobile, locomotive, watercraft, or aircraft, shall cause the death of another ....
     	(1) as a proximate result of committing a violation of division (A) of [those sections] of the 
Revised Code [prohibiting vehicle operation while intoxicated via alcohol or illegal drugs];
     	(2) Recklessly;...
     	(3) Negligently;... 
(B) Whoever violates division (A)(1) or (2) of this section is guilty aggravated vehicular homicide [and a] 
violation of division (A)(1) of this section is [generally] a felony of the second degree [and a] violation of 
division (A)(2) of this section is [generally] a felony of the third degree....
(C) Whoever violates division (A)(3) of this section is guilty vehicular homicide [which is generally] a 
misdemeanor of the first degree....



§ 2929.02 	PENALTIES FOR AGGRAVATED MURDER OR MURDER

(A) Whoever is convicted of or pleads guilty to aggravated murder in violation of section 2903.01 of the 
Revised Code shall suffer death or be imprisoned for life ....
(B) Except [when special aggravating circumstances are present], whoever is convicted of or pleads guilty 
to murder in violation of section 2903.02 of the Revised Code shall be imprisoned for an indefinite term of 
fifteen years to life ....

§ 2929.14 	BASIC PRISON TERMS

(A) Except as [otherwise] provided ..., the court shall impose a definite prison term that shall be ... :
(1) For felony of 1st degree, the prison term shall be three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, or ten years.
(2) For felony of 2nd degree, the prison term shall be two, three, four, five, six, seven, or eight years.
(3) For felony of 3rd degree, the prison term shall be one, two, three, four, or five years.
(4) For felony of 4th degree, the prison term shall be six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, 
fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, or eighteen months.
(5) For felony of 5th degree, the prison term shall be six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, or twelve months.

[And, pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code § 2929.24(A)(1), “the court shall impose a definite jail term that shall 
be ... [f]or a misdemeanor of the first degree, not more than one hundred eighty days....”] 
