Sentencing Law
Spring 2018       Professor Douglas A. Berman

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Course Materials:
●  Sentencing Law & Policy: Cases, Statutes, and Guidelines (3d ed. 2013)
●  Class blog/website available at http://lsi.typepad.com/death_penalty_moritz/ 
●  (Optional/recommended) readings and materials available at http://sentencing.typepad.com 

	A course outline/broad syllabus follows this memo, which provides an overview of the topics we will be covering throughout the semester and a tentative accounting of expected readings (with each entry line roughly representing a week’s reading).    
								
Class Time and Participation:
●  Class meets each week Monday and Wednesday from 1:30pm – 2:45pm in Room 250
●  Attendance and engagement are essential; effective engagement requires preparation

	In class, I expect everyone to be prepared and ready to participate.  Voluntary participation is highly encouraged and, as explained below, can significantly help your grade.  

Learning Goals:
  Students will gain an understanding of sources of law for U.S. sentencing policies and practices and learn the history surrounding the laws’ development and application.
  Students will learn the constitutional and statutory doctrines that structure and shape application of the death penalty and the operation of the federal sentencing guidelines.
  Students will gain an understanding of the legal and non-legal actors who play important roles in the development and application of sentencing law and policy in various jurisdictions.
  Students will become aware of lawyers’ roles in seeking improvements in sentencing law and the administration of modern criminal justice systems.
								
Papers/Exams and Grading:
●  You will write at least 2 “mini-papers” AND a final paper OR take-home exam
●  The “mini-papers” will be worth up to 25% of your grade
●  The final paper/take-home exam is due the last exam day; it will make up 50% of your grade
●  Class participation and blog engagement will count up to 25% of your final grade
							
Finding Me:	
●  Room:   313   			●  E-mail:  Berman.43@osu.edu
●  Office Hours: Mondays from 3pm – 4pm, and by appointment 

	You should also feel free to stop by my office at any time during the school day, though my availability can only be ensured with an appointment.

Sentencing Law
Spring 2018       Professor Douglas A. Berman
					
			
COURSE OUTLINE/BROAD SYLLABUS

I.	Introduction and Perspectives on Theory and Practice
	A.	Why Punish
Readings: 	Chapter 1, pp. 1-17 (ABA); 26-36 (Foucault); 46-79 (Berns)

	B.	Who Sentences (and How)
Readings: 	Chapter 2, pp. 81-90 (Williams); 104-29 (USSC on MMs)
Chapter 4, pp. 349-58; Chapter 6, pp. 443-66 (McMillan/Blakely)

II.	Sentencing Discretion and System Design
Capital Punishment
Readings: 	Chapter 3, pp. 220-51 (McGautha et al.); 252-77 (Problem 3-3)
		Chapter 9, pp. 730-39 (McClesky and Racial Justice Act) 
		Chapter 4, pp. 310-24 (Coker/Kennedy); 401-15 (Miller) 

	B.	Structured Sentencing Systems 
Readings: 	Chapter 3, pp. 139-48, 161-78 (Frankel and sentencing exercises)
		Chapter 3, pp. 178-218 (Koon and Booker) 
		Chapter 3, pp. 148-61 (Frase and other state systems)

III.	Sentencing Inputs
	A.	The Crime
		Readings: 	Chapter 4, pp. 279-308 (Watts); 329-48 (crack/powder cocaine)

	B.	The Criminal
		Readings: 	Chapter 5, pp. 359-81 (Garcia); 381-98 (Tiernan)
				Chapter 5, pp. 398-401 (Problem 5-4); pp. 415-41 (Gall)


IV.	Sentencing Outputs	
	A.	Prison					
		Readings: 	Chapter 7, pp. 549-58; 570-95; 595-23 (Graham)

	B.	Non-Prison 
		Readings: 	Chapter 8, pp. 626-52; 688-706 (Does); 709-23 (Padilla)



