DEATH PENALTY COURSE
Professor Douglas A. Berman                                                    Spring 2007


Tentative details about the blog and “white paper” requirements

Blog Work Basics:

1.  Everyone has to contribute to at least one set of blog posts to support a week of class discussion.  
Working in groups of three would be good, but you can work in smaller or larger groups.  

2.  I’ll have a sign-up sheets in class for getting organized about when and what you wish to pursue 
when “taking over” the blog.  We will start in earnest the week of February 5.  

3.  Through blog posts, you should (A) direct classmates to (required/optional) readings related to 
your topic(s) of choice, and (B) set out issues/ideas you wish to explore in our class discussions.

4.  Ideally, you should have at least some readings posted the Friday before your week of classes, 
and all the required readings must be posted no later than Monday 12 noon of “your week.” 

5.  Your efforts on the blog and the accompanying class discussions will be a significant part of 
your class participation grade (which is up to 35% of your overall class grade).


White Paper Basics:

1.  In lieu of a class final, each student is require to prepare a “white paper” directed to a specific 
(real) decision-making official in a specific (real) legal jurisdiction.

2.  I will expect the final submitted white paper to be at least 20 (double-spaced) pages, but there is 
no maximum number of pages.  

3.  Though the general focus and specific content of the white paper will depend greatly on to 
whom it is written, every white paper should have at least brief sections discussing the history, 
current law and modern politics of the death penalty in the selected jurisdiction.

4.  Everyone must select a (tentative) jurisdiction by January 31 and a (tentative) official in that 
jurisdiction by February 14.  These selections will be presented (and debated?) on the class blog.

5.  Everyone must submit a white paper outline (of at least two pages) no later than March 14.  
This outline will be graded and will comprise up to 10% of your class grade. 

6.  The final white paper must be submitted by May 1.
