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Small Section Research and Writing Assignment

	This assignment calls upon you to put into practice the skills introduced in your Legal 
Research class, and also requires you to analyze and synthesize the product of your research through 
three very brief written memoranda.  The exercise is similar to the type of project you might receive 
as an associate in a law firm or government office.



Reiteration of Assignment

	Upon student request, I presented the basics of the exercise orally (as are most such 
assignments in a law firm or government office).  Also based on student request, I am through this 
memo seeking to reiterate the basic elements and expectations for the assignment

	There are three parts to this assignment, none of which may result in a memo more than two 
pages long and all of which may be completed in less than two pages:

	Memo 1: Find, report/cite, and briefly describe the substance of a state high court decision 
addressing the issues of causation in a criminal case.  The decision can be from any state and from 
any time period, but it needs to still be “good law.”  After briefly describing the facts and legal 
ruling in the case, you should then assess and discuss whether you believe the case would have 
come out the same way or come out differently if the causation issue arose in Oliwood and was to 
be resolved pursuant to the Model Penal Code’s approach to causation in MPC Section 2.03.

	Memo 2: Find, report/cite, and briefly describe the substance of a U.S. Supreme Court 
decision discussing any issue of basic substantive criminal law.  The decision can be from any time 
period and need not be “good law.”  After briefly describing the facts and legal ruling in the case, 
you should assess and discuss whether and why you believe the case was properly or improperly 
decided.

	Memo 3: Find, report/cite, and briefly describe the substance of a currently applicable state 
or federal statutory provisions concerning any criminal sexual offense.  The statute can be from any 
state and from any time period, but extra credit will be given for discussion of any criminal laws 
enacted within the last 20 years.  After briefly describing both the central actus reus and mens rea 
elements of the statute, you should assess and discuss whether and how the statute reflects 
retributivist and/or ulilitarian theories of punishment.



Your Production


	You should try to keep track of how much time you spend conducting research and writing 
the memos.  Students will receive extra credit for submitting with their memos an additional 
“billing sheet” that reports how many total hours were spent on the research and writing involved in 
this assignment.  This billing sheet need not be very formal or very detailed, though greater 
formality and greater detail will enhance the amount of extra credit earned.

	You are to hand in your “billing sheet” along with the three memoranda.  Neither the memos 
nor the “billing sheet” have to follow a specific format, though matters of style always can impact 
(positively or negatively) matters of substance.  And, as stated before, none of the memos may be 
longer than two pages AND the “billing sheet” must not be longer than one page.

	As with all written work, the memoranda should be thoughtfully written, carefully revised 
and closely proof-read.  Your legal citations in the memorandum should try to follow the forms in 
The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citations.  I will not grade based on grammar, punctuation and 
Bluebooking, but these elements directly impact the effectiveness of any written legal presentation 
and may indirectly impact your grade if they reflect poorly on the entire product.

	Your grade on the memoranda will be based primarily on: (1) your ability to find and 
analyze the requested materials; and (2) the clarity, thoughtfulness, organization and 
presentation of your final work product.
						

Ground Rules and Other Important Matters

	You may discuss the essentials of this assignment with other students, but you should avoid 
significant discussion of research strategies and research results with others.  Each student is 
expected to conduct the research and prepare his or her submissions independently, and to do 
so without the assistance of any other law students or law school graduates.

	You may seek assistance from your Legal Research instructor or others in the library.  
However, I strongly recommend that you do so only after making a good-faith effort on your own.  
(Your mother was right when she said that the only way you’d learn is by first trying yourself.)  

	THIS ASSIGNMENT MAY COUNT FOR UP TO 10% OF YOUR FINAL.   To 
facilitate anonymous grading, do not put your name on the assignment.  Each student should use 
the last 4 digits of his or her Social Security number as an ID #.  This ID # should appear on 
at least the first page (and ideally on all pages) of each part of the assignment.

	ALL PARTS OF THE ASSIGNMENT MUST BE HANDED IN NO LATER THAN 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, AT 9:00 AM.  The assignment can be handed in during class, in 
my faculty mailbox (room 324), or under the door to my office (room 310).  Be sure to retain a copy 
of your final submission just in case the original somehow gets misplaced.  Late papers will be 
penalized severely.
